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HAVE  YOU  SEEN  YOUR  LEGISLATIVE  AIJD  CONCRESSIONAL  CANDIDATES? 

A  Congressional  candidate  in  Missouri  writes;  "I  am  greatly  interested  in  the 
Washington  Letter  No,  73  dated  March  13,  I  think  it  is  a  grand  idea  to  urge 
your  gro\q5  to  contact  Congressional  candidates  now.  As  you  know,  I  am  one  of 
them.  And  I  think  you  know  where  I  stand.  I  am  going  to  spell  out  that  stand 
very  explicitly  during  the  forthcoming  campaign.” 


LEGISLATIVE  DEVELOPMENTS  IN  FOREIGN  POLICY 
House  Passes  Foreign  Aid  Bill 

On  March  31 j  after  a  full  week  of  discussion,  the  House  passed  a  bill  which  authorizes  a 
total  expenditTire  of  $3>092,U50,000  for  foreign  aid.  It  includes  these  items; 

1)  Marshall  Plan  -  $2,700,000,000  plus  $150  million  carried  over  from  last  year. 

2)  Aid  to  Korea  -  $100,000,000. 

3)  Economic  Help  in  Formosa,  Hainan,  and  ”the  general  area  of  China”  -  $9U0,000,000 

carried  over  from  this  year. 

U)  Aid  for  Chinese  Students  stranded  in  this  country  -  $6,000,000. 

5)  Reliei  for  Arab  Refugees  -  (see  page  2)  $27,U50,000. 

6)  Technical  Assistance  Under  Point  Four  -  $25,000,000 

The  final  roll  call  vote  indicated  287  members  in  favor;  86  against.  Debate  preceding 
this  vote  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  an  amendment  Khich  requires  an  FBI  investigation  of 
all  employees  engaged  for  the  Point  Four  program.  Other  action  on  the  floor  resulted  in 
one  vote  to  withhold  aid  from  Great  Britain  imtil  Ireland  be  united,  and  a  second  vote  to 
repeal  that  action. 


Point  Four  Cut  To  $25,000,000 

Point  Four,  the  President’s  ”bold  new  program”  for  technical  assistance  to  underdeveloped 
areas,  finally  reached  the  House  as  Title  III  of  this  Foreign  Aid  Bill. 

The  House  Conmittee  on  Foreign  Affairs  recommended  a  $14.5  million  appropriation  for  the 
first  year.  It  also  indicated  that  both  the  United  Nations  agencies  and  the  United  States 
bi-lateral  arrangements  with  individual  countries  would  be  used  as  channels  of  operation. 
The  bill  contained  certain  specific  provisions  relating  to  coordination  between  bi-lateral 
and  multi-lateral  programs. 

Point  Four  proved  to  be  fair  game  for  opponents  of  the  Administration  Program.  A  motion 
to  strike  tlie  whole  title  was  offered  by  Lawrence  Smith  of  Wisconsin.  This  motion  was 
rejected.  However,  Congressman  Christian  Herter,  Massachusetts,  introduced  an  amendment 
to  cut  the  Point  Four  authorization  from  $145  million  to  $25  million.  As  he  pointed  out, 
$10  million  of  any  amount  authorized  has  already  been  allocated  to  existing  programs  such 
as  the  Institute  of  Inter-American  Affairs,  so  that  his  amendment  reduced  new  money 
available  to  $15  million.  This  amendment  was  accepted,  117  -  78, 
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Senate  Hearings  on  Point  Four 

Meanwhile,  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  announced  it  would  hold  hearings  on 
Point  Four.  The  Senate  Ccanmittee  has  already  approved  authorizations  for  EGA*  and  Aid 
to  Palestine  Refugees. 

The  Committee  heard  Secretary  of  State  Dean  Acheson  and  Philip  Jessup,  plus  five  or  six 
public  witnesses.  Clarence  E,  Pickett,  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  American  IiViends  Service 
Committee,  appeared  on  April  3  for  the  F  C  N  L.  He  spoke  partic\aarly  to  the  matter  of 
motivation,  saying  :  ”It  is  my  conviction  that  the  time  has  long  passed  when  it  is  either 
expedient  or  ri^t  to  deal  with  people  as  political  pawns.  There  is  deep  suspicion  now  in 
the  world  that  Americans  are  primarily  interested  in  using  their  power  for  the  purpose  of 
buying  the  support  of  allies.** 

Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  Reports  Its  Verson  of  Point  Four 

On  April  U  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  ordered  reported  a  much  abbreviated 
version  of  Point  Four.  It  omitted  the  broad  statement  of  policy  which  the  House  approved. 
It  struck  out  all  sections  designed  to  safeguard  coordination  between  United  States  and 
United  Nations  programs,  but  did  retain  the  authority  for  the  President  '’to  make  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  United  Nations.”  The  Senate  Conmittee  also  eliminated  a  provision  for  an 
"advisory  conanittee”  of  citizens  and  struck  out  the  special  administrative  agency  for 
Point  Four.  On  the  other  hand,  it  did  restore  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  to 
million  for  the  first  year. 

This  bill  will  probably  become  an  additional  title  to  S.  330U,  the  Senate  Foreign  Aid  Bill 
Debate  will  perhaps  begin  before  the  middle  of  April.  Write  your  Senators  now.  Urge,  as 
a  bare  minimum,  the  million  appropriation  and  additional  sai’eguards  for  United  States 
participation  in  and  cooperation  with  the  United  Nations.  There  has  been  neither  dis¬ 
cussion  nor  apparent  interest  in  the  Senate  as  yet, 

SENATE  PASSES  LIBERLIZING  D  P  AMENDMEOTS 

At  almost  midni^t  on  April  5  the  Senate  accepted  by  a  vote  of  56  to  15  a  set  of  amend¬ 
ments  to  liberalize  the  Displaced  Persons  Act  of  19U8.  This  action  by  the  Senate  came 
almost  a  year  after  the  House  passed  the  Celler  Bill  for  the  same  purpose.  The  total 
number  to  be  admitted  has  been  raised  from  205,000  xinder  the  Act  of  19U8  to  339,000 
according  to  the  House  version  and  3UU,000  in  the  Senate.  This  and  many  other  differences 
will  be  discussed  and  settled  before  the  bill  is  sent  to  the  President, 

SUMMARY  OF  LEGISLATION  AFFECTING  U.  S.  PARTICIPATION  IN  UNITED  NATIONS  ACTIVITIES 

Aid  to  Palestine  Refugees.  Title  II  of  the  Foreign  Aid  Bill  (see  page  1)  was  an  authori¬ 
zation  of  $»27,U50,000  to  be  paid  to  a  ^55  million  United 
Nations  Relief  for  Palestine  Refugees  Program.  The  United  States'  contribution  is  half  of 
the  total  needed;  other  nations  together  are  expected  to  contribute  an  equal  amount  to 
the  United  Nations. 

The  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  has  approved  S.  J.  Rea.  153  for  the  same  purpose. 
This  is  now  expected  to  become  a  part  of  S,  330U,  an  omnibus  Foreign  Aid  Bill.  Letters 
should  be  addressed  to  your  own  Senators,  asking  their  support  so  that  the  United  Nations 
program  may  continue  with  assurance  of  U.  S.  support. 

Ceilings  on  United  States  Contribution  to  International  Organizations.  As  was  pointed  out 

in  Washington 

Letter  No,  71,  the  proposed  United  States  budget  for  1951  allocates  to  participation  in 
international  agencies  only  $32,3U3,U03,  or  8  one-hundredths  of  one  per  cent  of  the 
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total  $U2  billion.  Congress  recognized  the  need  for  proportionate  payments  by  member 
nations  of  these  organizations,  and  Tdth  that  in  mind,  enacted  legislation  to  place  dollar 
limitations  on  U.  S.  contributions.  However,  most  of  these  limitations  were  made  for 
'♦first  year”  budgets,  and  they  have  not  been  readjusted  as  the  international  organizations 
have  grown. 

One  example  of  the  need  for  adjustment  is  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  of  the  U  N. 
The  United  States  contribution  is  limited  by  law  to  $1,250,000.  The  total  F  A  0  budget 
for  the  last  four  years  has  been  $5,000,000.  Although  it  was  originally  intended  that  the 
United  States  pay  25/^,  the  number  of  participating  nations  has  never  reached  the  expected 
total,  and  a  new  budget  study  has  set  the  U.  S.  share  at  27.1^.  This  totals  $1,355>000 
for  1951  -  or  $105,000  over  the  authorized  amount. 

H.  J.  Res.  33U  would  partially  relieve  the  situation  so  far  as  five  organizations  are. 
concerned  -  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization,  the  World  Health  Organization,  the 
International  Labor  Organization,  and  two  smaller  groups.  This  bill  has  been  approved  by 
the  House  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  and  is  awaiting  action  by  the  Rules  Committee,  No 
action  has  been  taken  or  is  scheduled  on  the  Senate  side. 

United  States  Participation  in  the  International  Trade  Organization.  H,  J.  Res.  236  would 

provide  authority 

for  the  United  States  to  join  the  International  Trade  Organization  as  it  was  conceived  two 
years  ago  in  Havana.  Hearings  have  been  tentatively  scheduled  for  late  April  before  the 
House  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  but  no  action  -  not  even  the  introduction  of  legis¬ 
lation  -  has  taken  place  in  the  Senate, 

United  Nations  International  Children’s  Emergency  Fund.  UNICEF,  a  United  Nations  operating 

agency,  aids  children  in  need 

throughout  the  world.  Since  19U6  it  has  been  giving  daily  supplementary  meals  to  more  thai 
6  million  children  and  nursing  mothers.  In  cooperation  with  the  Scandinavian  Red  Cross  and 
the  World  Health  Organization,  more  than  17,500,000  children  have  been  examined  for  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  8,000,000  of  these  have  been  vaccinated. 

Support  for  UNICEF  has  come  from  36  governments  and  from  volimtary  fund-raising  efforts  in 
1;6  countries.  Congress  authorized  the  expenditure  of  $100  million  by  the  U.  S.  if  propor¬ 
tionately  matched  by  all  other  countries.  To  date,  other  countries,  for  various  economic 
and  other  reasons ,  have  not  contributed  sufficient  funds  to  draw  'our  entire  authorization. 
Senator  Robert  Taft  has  now  introduced  S,  2920  in  the  Senate  and  Representative  A.  A. 
Ribicoff,  Connecticut,  has  introduced  H,  R.  77h2  in  the  House,  both  calling  for  continued 
availability  of  funds  presently  authorized  until  June  1951  -  one  year  longer. 

Long  term  plans  are  going  forward  with  regard  to  United  Nations  responsibility  for 
children.  However,  since  there  are  no  plans  by  which  the  present  supply  program  of  UNICEF 
can  be  continued  under  any  other  agency,  these  bills  should  be  supported, 

F  C  N  L  OPPOSED  MUNDT-FERGUSON-NIXON  PROPOSALS  ' 

On  March  30,  Harrop  A.  Freeman,  Professor  of  Law  at  Cornell  University,  testified  before 
the  House  Un-American  Activities  Committee  for  the  F  C  N  L  against  the  Nixon  Bill,  H.  R. 
7595,  which  aims  to  compel  the  registration  of  all  ’Communist  political*  and  'Commu^st 
Front'  organizations.  A  similar  bill,  S.  2311,  has  been  reported  by  the  Senate  Judiciary 
Committee  -  Senator  Ynilliam  Langer  alone  opposing  it. 

After  discussing  his  basic  objection  -  the  effort  to  coerce  people  in  their  beliefs  - 
Harrop  Freeman  questioned  certain  constitutional  aspects  and  concluded:  ”I  am  aware  of  the 
problem  you  have,  but  if  what  we  are  trying  to  do  is  preserve  the  kind  of  government  we 
have  here,  the  cure  may  be  worse  than  the  disease.” 
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HOUSE  COMMITTEE  ON  AGRICULTURE  CONSIDERS  SURPLUS  FOOD  DISPOSAL 

The  House  Committee  on  Agriculture  has  held  three  days  of  hearings  on  the  question  of  dis¬ 
posal  of  surplus  foods  and  will  continue  after  the  Easter  recess,  which  ends  April  17. 
Representative  John  W.  Heselton  of  Massachusetts  has  introduced  H.  R*  7907  which  would 
amend  the  Agricultural  Act  of  19U9  to  read  as  follows: 

.  .In  order  to  prevent  the  waste  of  food  commodities  acquired  throu^  price- 
support  operations  which  are  found  to  be  in  danger  of  loss  through  deterioration 
or  spoilage  before  they  can  be  disposed  of  in  normal  domestic  channels  without 
impairment  of  the  price  support  program  or  disposed  of  pursuant  to  the  foregoing 
sentence,  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  are 
authorized  and  directed  to  make  available  such  commodities  as  follows  in  the  or¬ 
der  of  priority  set  forth  :  First,  to  school-lunch  programs,  and  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs,  and  Federal,  State  and  local  tax  supported  institutions  such  as 
hospitals,  orphanages, schools,  penal  and  mental  institutions  and  public-welfare 
organizations  for  the  assistance  of  needy  Indians  and  other  needy  persons; second, 
to  private  welfare  organizations  for  the  assistance  of  needy  persons  within  the 
United  States;  fourth,  to  intergovernmental  or  international  non  profit  welfare 
agencies,  for  assistance  to  needy  persons  outside  the  United  States,  .  . 

This  disposal  would  be  over  and  above  needed  reserves.  Packaging  and  frei^t  would  be  paid 
to  point  of  use  iwithin  the  United  States  or  to  shipside  for  use  abroad.  Such  frei^t 
would  be  up  to  the  equivalent  of  six  months  storage  costs  on  a  given  commodity,  (Storage 
costs  on  the  present  inventory  of  supplies  owned  by  the  government  run  ^9>000  per  hour,) 

The  F  C  N  L  is  preparing  to  testify  in  favor  of  the  general  principles  of  this  bill,  plus 
more  authority  for  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization,  and  a  world  wide  point  of  view 
for  using  surplus  food  at  this  time  in  other  countries  such  as  India  and  China,  Raymond 
Wilson  said  to  a  Congressman,  "Oh,  to  be  a  cowl"  in  view  of  the  amount  of  potatoes 
released  for  cattle  feed,  in  a  hungry  world.  The  three  foods  now  declared  surplus  are 
potatoes  which  are  difficult  to  ship  abroad,  dried  eggs,  and  dried  milk.  The  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation  has  just  been  granted  $2  billion  borrowing  authority  in  addition  to  its 
present  billion  investment  in  loans  and  inventories.  We  suggest  that  you  write  Mr, 

Heselton;  your  own  Congressman;  the  Chairman  of  the  House  Committee  on  Agriculture, 
Harold  D,  Cooley;  and  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Charles  F,  Brannan, 
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